SAMUEL JOHNSON was born at Lichfield, in Staffordshire,
on the 18th of September, 1709; and his initiation into the
Christian Church was not delayed; for his baptism is re-
corded, in the register of St Mary's parish in that city, to have
been performed on the day of his birth,1 His father is there
stiled Gentleman, a circumstance of which an ignorant
panegyrist has praised him for not being proud; when the
truth is, that the appellation of Gentleman, though now lost
in the indiscriminate assumption of Esquire^ was commonly
taken by those who could not boast of gentility, His father
was Michael Johnson, a native of Derbyshire, of obscure ex-
tractidh, who settled in Lichfield as a bookseller and sta-
tioner. His mother was Sarah Ford, descended of an ancient
race of substantial yeomanry in Warwickshire. They were
well advanced in years when they married, and never had
more than two children, both sons; Samuel, their first bom,
who lived to be the illustrious character whose various excel-
lence I am to endeavour to record, and Nathanael, who died
in his twenty-fifth year.
Mr Michael Johnson was a man of a large and robust
body, and of a strong and active mind; yet, as in the most
solid rocks veins of unsound substance are often discovered,
there was in him a mixture of that disease, the nature of
which eludes the most minute enquiry, though the effects are
well known to be a weariness of life, an unconcern about
those things which agitate the greater part of mankind, and
a general sensation of gloomy wretchedness. From him then
his son inherited, with some other qualities, 'a vile melan-
choly,' which in his too strong expression of any disturbance
of the mind, 'made him mad all his life, at least not sober/
Michael was, however, forced by the narrowness of his cir-